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CHAPTER 4
The Nominative Case

The nominative case is sometimes referred to as the naming case because it usually names or identifies the sub-
ject of the sentence. However, not all sentences will have a stated subject. In Greek, the verb also contains its own
subject with its ending. Thus the verb, lego, means “I say,” legei, means “he,” “she,” or “it says.” But the subject of
the verb is not stated and is not clear. Who exactly is the “he” or the “she?” When a subject is expressed by a noun in
the nominative case along with a finite verb, the subject becomes more specific: “Jesus says,” or “the woman says.”

The nominative case though is not restricted to expressing only the subject. There are five other uses of the nomi-
native case discussed here. When the student sees a noun in the nominative case, he must then determine the kind of
nominative. By identifying the kind of nominative the expositor will be able to expand and develop the meaning of the
verse. Sometimes it is not clear which of two or three options are possible. More than one may be valid, though one is
usually more specific. Determining which of two possible uses of a case is clarified by context and the meaning of the
passage. Grammarians may frequently disagree between themselves about which of two options is more likely.

The first two examples will be provided through screen shots taken from Libronix. After that, examples will only
be given with the English word translating the Greek nominative case underlined. Some of these examples are self-
explanatory, others will have some comments with them. After this chapter, screen shots will only be used in the clos-
ing exercises.

1. Subject. This is the most common use for the nominative. The nominative case indicates who or what produces
the action (Peter walked) or who or what is involved in the state of being indicated by the verb (Jesus is our Savior).
The nominative is always the subject of a finite verb. Finite verbs are verbs that have a subject, therefore it is a verb
that has person in its parsing (this is indicated with a numeral—no numeral, no person). Participles and infinitives do
not have subjects and do not have person in their parsing.

The main clause of John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world.” The subject is “God” indicated by the NMSN
(Noun, Masculine, Singular, Nominative). Notice that the subject comes after the verb, in Greek word order is more
for emphasis, unlike English. In this sentence “God” is the grammatical subject producing the action of the verb
“loved.”

fomats N E I
[ \ 3 ’ € \ \ ’ e v 23
16 OvTws yap nydamnoery o Beos TOv KOOUOV, GOTE TOV
Houtos gar €gapésen ho theos ton kosmon, hodste ton
olTes vydp ayamdo o Beds o Kéolos dote O
houtés gar 3gapad ho heo ho kosmos hoste  ho
Thusly for loved the the world sothat the
BX CCX LM3SAAILl AMS AMSA NMSA CSR AMSA -
VoV TOV povoyevrt) édwkev, lva mas O mMoTelov els auTov
hyion ton monogené eddoken, hina pas ho pisteudbn eis  auton
ulos 6  povoyerns 8i8opt va Tmas o TwoTelw €S alTds
hyios ho  monogenés didomi hina pas ho pisteud eis  autos

son the onlyborn hegave that all the onetrusting into  him
NMSA AMSA _IMSAX  V3SAAI CSF JMSNX AMSN VPAPMSN PA OP3MSA

2. Predicate Nominative. The predicate nominative is joined to the subject by an equative verb. An equative verb
equates or identifies the subject with the predicate nominative (S=PN). The equative verbs are forms of the “to be”
verb (am, are, is, was, were), “to exist,” “to become.” (e.g., “And the Word [subject] became [equative verb] flesh
[predicate nominative]).

Examples:

In John 4:24 both “God” and “spirit” have “N” in the final slot indicating nominative case. Notice there is no verb
associated with them. In cases like this the verb “is” is not stated but understood. “God” is the subject because it is the
more definite of the two nouns, this is indicated by the use of the definite article (AMSN). This should read, “God is
spirit,” “spirit” is equated with God (God=spirit; spirit=God).
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e : IR ]
24 mvetpa 6 Beds, kal ToUs mpookuvolvTas avToV Ev
pneuma  ho theos, kai tous proskynountas auton en
Tretpa o feds  kal o TPOCKUVED alTos €v

ho heos  kai ho proskyned autos en
the and the ones worshiping him m
AMST CK AMPA VPAPMPA OP3MSA PD

mrelpaTt kol dAnBela  Sel TPOOKUVELY.

pneumati  kai  al€theia dei proskynein.
Tretpa  kal ainbeia 8el TPOCKUWED
pnieurna kai aletheia dei proskyneo
spirit and intruth itis necessary to worship
NNSD CCK NFSD V3SPAI VPAN

Eph. 2:14 begins with a predicate nominative including the verb “is:” “He is our peace” (He=peace). He, the first
word indicated by the OPIMSN (O=pronoun, P=personal, I=intensive) is the subject because it is an intensive pronoun
(compare it with the last word in the verse which is the same word but used differently. In the latter case it is not in-

tensive.

ez = BN 0 -0+ b B,
14 AlTds ydp éoTiv 1 elpfvn nuédr, 6 woljoas T
Autos gar estin @ hé eiréné hémon, ho poiésas ta
ydp . Nuels o TOLEW o
gar hémeis ho poied ho
Himself } for ofus the one having made the
OPIMSN/CCX V3SPAY OP1PG AMSN VAAPMSN ANPA

Exercise 4.1:
In 1 Thess. 2:20 identify the subject and the predicate nominative.

l1 Thessalonsans 220

hS -~ U4 b £ , € -~ % i 4 -:I
20 vtels ydp eote N 86Ea MUV kal 1N Xapd.
hymeis gar  este he doxa hémdén kai hé  chara.
tpeis ydp  eipd o 8¢Ea nuels kal & xapd
hymeis gar eimi ho doxa hémeis kai ho chara
You for are the splendor ofus and the joy
OP2ZPN CCX V2ZPPAI AFSN NFSN OPIPG CCK AFSN NFSN

3. Nominative Absolute. The nominative absolute is an independent use of the nominative case where it has no
grammatical connection to the rest of the sentence and is not used in a sentence. This occurs in titles, headings, saluta-

tions, and addresses.
1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother.
This is not a complete sentence and “Paul” in the nominative does not serve as the subject of a verb.

Rev. 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ.

4. Hanging Nominative (Pendent Nominative). Like the nominative absolute the hanging nominative is gram-
matically independent. In this usage the nominative is the logical subject but not the grammatical subject of the sen-
tence. It is used for emphasis.

Luke 20:27 Now there came to Him some of the Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection),
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In this verse, “who say” is a participle in the nominative functioning as a noun, it looks like it should be in
the genitive in agreement with Sadducees, but it is in the nominative to serve as the subject of the relative
clause “who say there is no resurrection.”
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, ever to those who
believe in His name,
“As many as” is a nominative plural which might be expected to agree with “to them” a dative plural. “As
many as” stands out as a hanging nominative.

S. Nominative of Apposition. In this case the word in the nominative stands in close proximity to another noun in
the nominative and clarifies or describes the first noun, e.g., “Paul, an apostle” or “Peter, a fisherman.” In both of
these cases “apostle” and “fisherman” explain or describe the main noun; they are in apposition to the proper noun.

Rom. 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
“A bond-servant” stands in apposition to, or explains something about “Paul.”
Luke 1:24 After these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in seclusion for five months,
saying,
In Luke 1:24, “his wife” is in the nominative, in apposition to, or further defining “Elizabeth.”
Exercise 4.2: In the following exercises, identify the nouns that are in the nominative case and then decide which use
of the nominative applies.

Example.
1 John 4:8

John 4:7

%= 8- e BE.

a3

8 O un ayamdv olk &yve TOV Bedv, S6TL 6 Beds
ho meé agapon ouk egno ton theon, hoti ho  theos
6 . dyamde ol ywdoke O Beds 6T 0 Beds
ho mé agapad ou ginosko ho theos hoti ho
The one not loving not knew the  God because the
AMSN TN VPAPMSN TN V3SAAI AMSA NMSA CSC AMSN

aydmn éoTiv.

agapé  estin
ayamrn  eipl
3gane eimi
is
V3SPAI

“God” is a masculine, singular, nominative, “love” is a feminine singular nominative linked with the equative
verb “is”. God is the subject of the phrase and love is the predicate nominative.
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1. 1Cor.15:3

Corinthians 153

3 wapéduka yap Uplv v mpdTols, & kal mapéhafov, ST

ANZ b e B

1y

paredoka gar hymin en  protois, ho kai  parelabon, hoti
Tapadidopt ydp Upels év  wphToS 3s kal Tapaiappdre &Ti
paradidomi gar hymeis en  prétos hos kai paralamband hoti

Igave over for toyou in firsts what also Itookalong that
VISAAI CCX OP2PD PD INPDX ORRNSA BX  VISAAI CSN

XpLoTos améBaver UmEp TOY APAPTLOV MUOV  KATA  TAS

Christos  apethanen  hyper ton  hamartion hémon kata tas

Xpiotds amobrijoke  Umép 6 apaptTia  nuels KaTd )

Christos apothnéskd hyper  ho hamartia hémeis kata ho 4
Christ died on behalf of the sins ofus according to the

NMSN V3SAAI PG AFPG NFPG  OPIPG PA AFPA

2. Gall3

3 xdpts Uplv kal elpfun amo Beol waTpos HPAY kal kvplov
charis hymin kai eiréné apo theou patros hémon kai kyriou
Xxdpts Upels kal elpryn amé Beds Twathp nNuels kal  klplos
charis hymeis kai eiréné apo theos  patér hémeis kai Kkyrios
favor toyou and peace from God  father ofus and Master
NFSN OPZPD CCK NFSN PG NMSG NMSG OPIPG CCK NMSG

‘Incovt XpLoToU
’Iesou  Christou
Incols XpLoTds
Iesous  Christos
Jesus Christ
NMSG NMSG -

3. Matt1:1

iMatthew 1:1

1 Bipros vevéoens Inool XpLtoTol vlol Aauvld viod *APpadi.
Biblos  genesedos  ’'lIésou  Christou hyiou Dauid hyiou ’Abraam.
BiBros  yéveois ’Inools XpioTds uvids Aauvid vids ' APpadp
biblos genesis Iesous Christos hyios Dauid hyios  Abraam
Book of origin  of Jesus  Christ son David son  Abraham
NFSN NFSG NMSG NMSG NMSG NMSG NMSG NMSG

BNYZ ¢-d-i@-m- BME

o

P
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4. Rev.3:12
V Q%E @ & * -
12 o VLKGV mowdow altov oTlAov év T@ vad Tob
ho nikon Ppoi€so auton stylon en (0 nao tou
o VIKA® TOLEW alTés oTilos €v O vass e}
ho nikad poied autos stylos en ho  naos ho
The one conquering [ will make  lim pilar in the temple ofthe
AMSN VPAPMSN  VISFAI OP3MSA NMSA PD AMSD NMSD AMSG
Oeol pou kal &Eo ol puy  éEéNOn €Tl kal ypdipw ém
theou mou kai exd0 ou mé exelthe eti kai grapsdé ep’
Beds  &yd  kal EEw ol pf  éEépyopar  ému kal  ypddw émi
theos ego kai ex0 ou mé exerchomai eti kai grapho epi
God ofme and outside not not might he go out still and I wil wrnte on
L AMSG ORISG oK BX TN TN VASAAS  BX oK NISEAL DA
5. James 5:17
17 'Hhlas avBpoTos nr opoLomadns nutlv, kal TPOoeUXT 2
‘Elias  anthropos én  homoiopathés hémin, kai proseuché
"Hilas dvbporos  eipl  Opotomabris fpels kal wpooevxn
Elias anthropos  eimi  homoiopathés hémeis kai proseuche
Elijah man was  like-suffering tous and 1 prayer
NMSN NMSN  V3SIAI IMSNX OP1PD CCK  NFSD
mpoonvEaTo ToU 1 Ppé€al, kal olk éPpefev éml Ths vfis
proséyxato tou mé brexai, kai ouk ebrexen epi t€s g€s
mpooelyopar 6 pf PBpéxe kal ol Ppéxe émli 0O i
proseuchomai ho mé brechd kai ou brechd epi ho ge
he prayed the not toran and not itraned on the earth
V3SAMI  ANSG TN VAAN CCK TN V3SAAI PG AFSG NFSG
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CHAPTER 5
The Genitive Case

The genitive case is one of the most important elements for understanding the Greek. It is used to describe, de-
fine, show possession, separation, origin, and source. In English the genitive is usually indicated by of, from, out of, or
the possessive ending —’s. The root idea of the noun in the genitive case is to define the characteristic or relation of
another noun. In this way it almost always has an adjectival or descriptive function.

Often translators render the genitive in English as a simple of or from. Take the case of the “Word of God.” Is this
the Word from God, or the Word about God? The difference is how the genitive is understood. When the student in-
vestigates further into the kind of genitive, more important information can be brought out. In Romans 5:5 we have
the phrase “love of God.” Yet exactly what does that mean? Is it love from God, or love directed to God? If the for-
mer, then it is a reference to divine love, if the latter it is a reference to human love. In 1 John 5:3 the same phrase
“love of God” appears. In Romans 5:5 the context makes it clear that the genitive means “love from God” but in 1
John 5:3 the same phrase means “love for God.” Understanding these distinctions can lead the expositor to a more
precise explanation of what kind of love is mentioned in a passage and an expanded translation that will bring clarity
of understanding to his audience.

As the verse is examined, each noun needs to be identified in terms of its number, person, and case. Once the case
is determined, the particular usage of that case needs to be identified for each noun. This is not always simple. Some-
times it is conceivable that two or three options equally seem to fit the same noun. For example, “lamb of God” (of
God is in the genitive) might indicate the lamb which belongs to God, or it might indicate source, the lamb from God.
Identification of these classifications becomes easier with experience, but remember, at times even experienced
grammarians disagree.

The first twelve categories listed below are what would be classified as the true genitive under the eight case sys-
tem because the noun in the genitive describes in some way the noun to which it is related. Whereas the last three
categories would be classified as ablatives in the eight case system because the noun in the genitive emphasizes in
some way a distinction in the head noun. However, in the five-case system followed in this manual all are called geni-
tives, the ablative or separation nuance is indicated by the genitival classification: separation, source, comparison.

In each of the examples below the noun found in the genitive in Greek is underlined in the English. The noun to
which it relates is called the head noun.

1. Descriptive Genitive. The noun in the genitive describes a quality or attribute in the head noun. The key to identi-
fication is to substitute “described by” or “characterized by” for the word “of.” The descriptive genitive is a much
broader classification than the attributive genitive and in some sense fits every genitive. Only resort to this use if no
other more specific use fits.

e Rom 13:12 Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
“Darkness” describes the kind of deeds, and “light” describes the kind of armor.
e Heb 3:12 “an evil heart of unbelief”
This describes the evil heart as characterized by unbelief.
e  Luke 4:22 words of grace;
The words are characterized by grace, i.e., “gracious words.”
e Rom. 2:5, Day of wrath;
A day characterized by wrath

2. Attributive Genitive. This genitive is very similar to, but is a more definite category of, the descriptive genitive.
Here the noun in the genitive supplies an innate quality of the noun to which it is related. To clarify this see if the
noun in the genitive can be converted into an adjective describing the noun. For example in Luke 18:6, the judge of
unrighteousness can be stated as the unrighteous judge.

e Rom. 6:6 that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

Paul attributes sin to the human body. The exegete should then decide if this means the body is inher-
ently sinful (probably not) or is the home of the sin nature.

e Rom. 8:21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the
glory of the children of God.




20

This verse has three genitives. The first uses glory as an attribute of freedom, “glorious freedom.” “Of
the children” describes glory as the possession of every child of God, and “of God” is a genitive of rela-
tionship indicating the heavenly Father of every believer in Christ.

3. Genitive of Ownership or possession. One more detailed description of an object involves who owns the object.
The noun or substantive in the genitive possesses the thing to which it stands related. In this case try to substitute the
phrase “belonging to” or “possessed by” in place of the preposition “of.”

e Luke 5:3 And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from
the land.

“Simon” is in the genitive indicating the owner of the boat. “Boats” is also in the genitive, but this is a
partitive genitive, expressing one part of a whole.

e John 1:19 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?”

The witness or testimony is expressed as that which belongs to John

4. Genitive of Relationship. The noun or substantive in the genitive indicates a marital, parental, or familial relation-
ship. This is really a subcategory of the genitive of possession.

e Matt. 1:6 and to Jesse was born David the king. And to David was born Solomon by her who had been the
wife of Uriah;

e Matt. 4:21 And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them.

This verse has several genitives. “Son of Zebedee” and “his” and “their father” express relationship;
“their nets” is a genitive of possession or ownership.

e  Matt. 27:56 among whom was Mary Magdalene, along with Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.

Genitive with nouns of action

Action is normally associated with a verb, so what is a noun of action? Nouns of action name actions, words like
work, love, faith, obedience are all nouns of action. These nouns have verbs which are very similar: to work, to love, to
believe, to obey. These are different from non-action nouns like: dog, river, law, and house. When used with a genitive
these are often simply translated into English with an “of,” but too often the meaning is still somewhat vague to the
reader. The question the exegete must answer is: does the noun in the genitive produce the action or receive the ac-
tion? In the phrase “work of the men” is the work produced by the men or is the work done to the men? In the phrase
“love of Christ” is this love from Christ or love directed to Christ? Context helps determine the answer to these ques-
tions.

5. Subjective Genitive. A subjective genitive occurs when the noun in the genitive produces the action implied in the
noun of action. The wrath of God (Rom. 1:18) is wrath from God.

e Rom. 8:38-39 For I am convinced that [nothing] shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This genitive describes the love from the source of God.

e 1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of
life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

Each of these three genitives could be translated with “from” instead of “of” to indicate the exact nu-
ance. Perhaps the first two might also be understood as genitives of source.

e Rom. 1:6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ performs the action of calling.

6. Objective Genitive. In this case the noun in the genitive acts like the direct object of the verbal idea in the noun, it
receives the implied action of the noun.

e  Matt 12:31 Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (cf., Mark 3:29)
This is blasphemy directed toward the Holy Spirit.
e  QGal. 2:16 justified by. . . faith in Christ
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Recently some controversy has developed around this phrase. Should it be an objective genitive, “faith
in Christ” as it has been traditionally translated or a subjective genitive, “faithfulness of Christ.” This
phrase is also found in the context of Romans 34 where Christ is the object of faith not the performer of
faithfulness.

e Rom. 3:25 demonstration of His righteousness,

7. Genitive of Apposition. The noun in the genitive refers to the same thing as the word to which it is related and is
usually more specific. The genitive of apposition can be identified by substituting “that is,” “which is,” “who is,” or
“namely” for the “of.” In simple apposition, the head noun is also in the genitive, but in the genitive of apposition the
head noun may be in a different case.

e Luke 22:1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread;

“Unleavened Bread” is in the genitive is roughly identical to the feast, i.e., the feast which is unleavened
bread.

e Rom. 4:11 he received the sign of circumcision;

9 &

“Circumcision” more specifically identifies the sign; the sign namely or which is circumcision.
y 2n 'y

In the first two examples, the head nouns, “feast” and “sign” respectively, were not in the genitive. In the third
example, “God” and “Savior” are both in the genitive case which means this is simple apposition.

e Titus 2:13 our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;

Christ Jesus is in the genitive case as are both “God” and “Savior,” but this would not mean “the God
and Savior of Christ Jesus.” So “Christ Jesus” stands in simple apposition to “God and Savior,” one of
the strongest statements in the New Testament about the full deity of Jesus Christ.

8. Partitive Genitive. In this case the noun in the genitive must have an article. The genitive indicates the whole of
which the head noun is a part, i.., one of you, some of them. This can be determined by substituting, “which is a part
of” for the preposition “of.”

e 1 Cor. 1:12 each one of you is saying;

“Of you” is in the genitive and indicates the whole congregation of which “each” is a part.
e Rom. 11:17 some of the branches;

“branches” is in the genitive and represents the whole of which “some” are a part.
e Rom. 15:26 the poor among the saints;

This is literally “the poor of the saints” but saints is in the genitive and represents the whole group
among which “the poor” is a part.

9.  Genitive of Content. The noun in the genitive indicates what is contained in the noun it relates to. The differ-
ence between this and the genitive of material is that a “net of fishes™ is a genitive of content whereas a “net of cotton”
would be a genitive of material.

e Luke 7:37 vial of perfume

e Col. 2:3 treasures of wisdom and knowledge

10. Genitive of Material. The noun in the genitive indicates the material from which the noun it relates to is made.
This is different from what something contains (genitive of content). If you can substitute made out of or consisting
in, then it is a genitive of material.

e  Mark 2:21 patch of unshrunk cloth
e John 19:39 a mixture of myrrh and aloes,

11. Genitive of Price or value. The noun in the génitive specifies the price paid for or the value of the head noun.
e  Matt. 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? [lit. of a cent].
The genitive for “cent” indicates the price paid.

e John 6:7 Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them;

12. Genitive of time within which or during which. The noun in the genitive indicates the time within which or
during which something occurs, e.g. nighttime, daytime.

e Luke 18:7 who cry to Him day and night;
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“Day” and “night” are both in the genitive indicating when the crying takes place.
e John 11:9 Are there not twelve hours in the day?
Literally this reads in the Greek “twelve hours of the day,” “day” being in the genitive.

13. Genitive of Separation. The noun in the genitive is that from which something is separated or distinguished
physically or spatially. By the time of the New Testament this was more often indicated with the use of the preposi-
tion apo or ek. The separation genitive is indicated by using the words out of, away from, or from.

e 2 Pet. 2:14 that never cease from sin.
The idea is that the eyes never cease separating from sin.
e Rom. 10:12 no distinction between Jew and Greek;

Jew and Greek are in the genitive, the passage is indicating these as two separate entities no longer dis-
tinguished.

e Eph. 3:21 excluded from the commonwealth of Israel;

“Commonwealth” and “Israel” are both in the genitive. Commonwealth is a genitive of separation indi-
cating the Gentiles are separated from Israel, and Israel is a genitive of possession. Gentiles were ex-
cluded and separated away from the commonwealth which belonged to Israel.

14.  Genitive of Source. The noun in the genitive is that from which the head noun derives, depends, or has its ori-
gin. Sometimes the genitive of source is very close to the genitive of separation, the difference is one of emphasis
which is understood through the context.

e 2 Cor. 4:7 the power may be of God and not from ourselves.

The power is not separated from God, but has its origin in God and is dependent upon God; it’s source is
not “ourselves.”

e Rom 10:3 knowing about God’s righteousness;
The righteousness comes from God not from human effort.

15. Genitive of Comparison. When the genitive noun follows a comparative adjective (better, greater, larger) it
implies comparison (“than”) and shows the thing to which the head noun is compared.

e 1 Peter 1:7 more precious than gold.

Gold is follows a comparative adjective and represents one of the highest of human valuables, yet the
blood of Christ is more valuable.

e Heb 1:4 [Jesus] having become as much better than the angels;

“Better” is the comparative adjective and “angels” is in the genitive; the standard against which Jesus is
compared and He is better than they.



Exercises: Identify and classify the genitives in the fo
1. Mark 6:23.
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llowing examples:

| Vo BB G -Lrie-5-BEH.
23 kal  dpooev  abrh [moad], O TL  édv e o
kai omosen auté [polla], 0] ti ean  me
Kol opvio alrds  woAls oS TIs  €dv  éyd
kai omnyo autos polys hos tis ean ego -
and hetookanoath toher  many what any if me
CCK  V3S8AAI  OP3FSD JNPAX ORRNSA OIFNSA TU OPISA
altions  8dow ool €ws Rulcovs Ths Baciielas pov.
aiteses doso soi heds hémisous tés  basileias  mou.
alTéw 88oit o0 €os fwovs 6 Pactkela  &yd
aited didomi sy heds hémisys ho basileia ego
you might ask [ will give toyou umti  half ofthe kingdom ofme
V23AAS _ VISFAI OP2SD MG JNSGX AFSG  NFSG  OP1SG
2. Matt. 26:51.
o - AN - e-»-EBEH,
51 kal 8oV els TOVv  petd ’Incot  éktelvas  THY Xelpa
kai idou heis ton meta ’Iésou ekteinas €n cheira
kal 1800 els o peta ' Incols EkTelve o xelp R
kai idou heis ho meta Iésous ekteino ho  cheir
And look one oftheones with Jesus having stretched out the hand
CCK I JMSNX AMPG PG NMSG VAAPMSN AFSA NFSA
améomacev THv pdxaipav avtol kal matdEas TOv Solhov Tob
apespasen ttn machairan autou kai  pataxas ton doulon tou
aTocTdw ! pdxaipa  alrés kal waTdoow 6  Boldos o
apospad ho machaira autos kai  patasso ho doulos ho
drew off the sword ofhim and havinghit the slave  of the
V3SAAI AFSA  NFSA OP3MSG CCK VAAPMSN AMSA NMSA AMSG
apyLepéns ddetrerv alTol TO a@Tlov.
archiereds  apheilen autou to otion.
apxiepels adapén  altds ) oTiov
archiereus  aphaired autos ho otion
ruler priest he lifted off of him  the ear
NMSG V3SAAI OP3MSG ANSA NNSA
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3.2 Cor. 11:14.
?z-m e T ANTI S-S e BB
14 kal oV Balpa’ alTos yap O Xatavds petacxnpatiletar 5
kai ou thauma; autos gar ho Satanas metaschématizetai
kal ol Balpa altés vydp O caTavas peTacxnpatife
kai ou thauma autos gar ho satanas metaschématizo
And not marvel himself for the  adversary reshapes himself
CCK TN NNSN OPIMSN CCX AMSN NMSN V3SPMI
l cls dyyerov doTds.
eis angelon photos.
els dyyeros  obs
eis  angelos phos
into messenger of light g
PA NMSA  NNSG
4. Rev. 9:11.
Fsvston 971 , , BNE 0 8- e-m-BE.
11 éxovoLly ém aUTdr Bacliéa TOV dyyelov Ths aPfilooou, 4
echousin ep’ autdén basilea ton angelon  tés abyssou,
) éml alrds PBacirels O dyyelos O dBvocos
echo epi autos  basileus ho angelos ho abyssos
they have on  them king the messenger of the bottomless
V3PPAI PG OP3FPG NMSA AMSA NMSA AFSG NFSG
dvopa alTd EBpaioTi "ABadSdv, kal év 19 EMnuiki) Svopa
onoma autd Ebraisti ’Abaddon, kai en t€ Elleniké  onoma
dvopa altés EfpaioT{ 'ABadSdr kal év 6 "EXnvikds Sropa
onoma  autos Hebraisti Abaddon kai en ho  Hellénikos onoma
name tolm  in Hebrew  Abaddon and in the Greek name
NNSN OP3MSD BX NMSN CCK PD AFSD  JFSDX NNSA
5. 1Cor. 6:20.
- TNB v S e = B8
20 nyopdofnTe yap TLUNS: SofdoaTe &1 Tov Beov ev TR 4
égorasthéte gar timeés; doxasate de ton theon en t0
ayopd{w ydp TuLq Sokdlw &1 ) Beds €év O
agorazo gar  timé doxazd de ho theos en ho
You were bought for value give splendor indeed the God in the
V2PAPI CCX NFSG V2PAAM TM AMSA NMSA PD ANSD

oOPaTL VLOV.
somati hymon.

chpa  tpels
soma  hymeis
body ofyou

NNSD OP2ZPG
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CHAPTER 6
The Dative Case

Few things will help clarify the meaning of the Bible than understanding the shades of meaning expressed by the
dative case. Too often the dative in English is expressed too simply with the prepositions ir, by, fo, or with, when
much more clarity can and should be given. The result is often confusion in the mind of readers and in some cases
contradictory theology.

The dative (in the five case system) expresses the idea of personal interest, location (the locative case in the eight
case system), and means (the instrumental case in the eight case system). For ease of organization the dative will be
divided into these three areas.

Uses of The Pure Dative

1. The Dative of Indirect Object. The most common use of the dative expresses the person or thing to which some-
thing is done or given (God gave new life ro me). When this is to that person’s benefit or disadvantage, the second
category would apply and bring more specificity to the translation. The dative of indirect object only occurs with a
transitive verb (a verb that takes a direct object and can be put in the passive voice).

e John 13:26 That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him.

The morsel, “it,” is what is given or the direct object of the verb. The person to whom the direct object is
given is the indirect object.

e Luke 17:5 And the apostles said to the Lord,
e John 5:22 He has given all judgment to the Son,

2. The Dative of Advantage or Disadvantage. The noun in the dative indicates the person fo or for whom the action
has a benefit in the dative of advantage. The dative of disadvantage indicates the person against whom the action
takes place. To clarify this idea, use the phrase “for the benefit of” or “in the interest of” for the dative of advantage;
use the phrase “for the disadvantage of” or “to the detriment of” to indicate the dative of disadvantage.

a. Dative of advantage
e Luke 1:68 For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people;
Redemption is to the advantage or benefit of His people.
e 2 Cor 5:13 if we are of sound mind, it is for you;
Paul’s teaching is for the benefit of the Corinthians.
e Rev. 21:2 made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
b. Dative of disadvantage
e  Phil. 1:28 which is a sign of destruction for them;
The destruction is to “their” disadvantage. This might also be a dative of reference.

3. The Dative of Possession. Though less common, the dative may be used to indicate possession like the genitive of
possession. In this case the noun in the dative possesses the noun to which it is related, something the noun “has.”

e Mark 1:23 a man with an unclean spirit;

The man “has” an unclean spirit. This becomes clear from the numerous parallel passages that use the
specific terminology of “having” an unclean spirit.

e  Acts 8:21 You have no part or portion in this matter;
Literally this reads, there is no part or portion fo you, in the sense of possession.
e  John 1:6 whose name was John;
Literally, this reads in the Greek, the name to him was John, the name he had or possessed was John.

4. The Dative of Reference or Respect. The noun in the dative is that in reference to which an act was performed.
This act is done less directly than in the dative of indirect object. To clarify this try substituting the phrase “with refer-
ence to” or “in regard to” or “concerning” to bring out the emphasis.

e Rom. 6:6 that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

“To sin” is a dative that indicates slaves with reference to sin.
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e 1 Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness;
The message of the cross with reference to those perishing is foolish.
e 1 Cor. 7:3 Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband;
In both cases “to his wife” and “to her husband” are with reference to or with respect to the spouse.
Uses of The Instrumental Dative

S. The Dative of Manner. The noun in the dative explains the way or manner in which something is done. This noun
is usually an abstract noun and almost has an adverbial function. This phrase answers the question “how?” and is often
translated in English with the preposition “with” or “in” or as an adverb, “thankfully.”

e 1 Cor. 10:30 If I partake with thankfulness;
The partaking is done with an attitude of gratitude.

e 1 Cor. 11:5 But every woman who has her head uncovered;
In the Greek this reads, “with head in an uncovered manner.”

e Luke 22:15 “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you;”

Again this reads literally “with desire, I have desired to eat this Passover with you.”

6. The Dative of Cause. The noun in the dative indicates the cause, basis, or reason of the action of the verb. This
dative is often translated with the phrase “because of” or “on the basis of.”

e Luke 15:17 “I am dying here with hunger!”
Literally, dying because of hunger.

e Rom. 4:20 grew strong in faith;
Literally, on the basis of faith.

e Gal. 6:12 That they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ;
In the Greek this is literally, because of the cross of Christ.

7. The Dative of Association. The dative noun designates the person or thing which accompanies or is associated
with the action of the verb. This is usually translated by the preposition “with.”

e Acts 24:26 He also used to send for him quite often and converse with him.
e 1 Cor. 4:8 We also might reign with you.

e 2 Cor. 6:14 § Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and law-
lessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

8. The Dative of Impersonal Means. The dative noun indicates the means or instrument, one of the most illustrative
and important categories of the dative, but often misunderstood. As a grammatical category impersonal means is not
determined by whether or not the noun in the dative refers to a person, but whether personality is being emphasized.
(See below, Dative of Personal Agency.)

e Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
Literally, for by means of grace, grace is the instrument by which salvation is accomplished. . .
e  Gal. 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh;

This is best understood as impersonal means, walk by means of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit provides the
means, He is the instrument making the Christian life possible.

e 2 Pet. 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ;

Grace and knowledge of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done are described as the means of spiri-
tual growth.

9. The Dative of Personal Agency. An extremely rare use where personal agency is used to accomplish the action of
the verb, which is a perfect passive verb. The difference between impersonal means and personal agency is one of
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grammar not personality of the noun in the dative. Agency emphasizes the one who performs the action of the verb.
Wallace notes the person indicated is also exercising his own volition."

e Luke 23:15 “Nothing deserving death has been done by Him;

e James 3:7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been
tamed by the human race.

Uses of The Locative Dative

10. The Dative of Time. The noun in the dative denotes the particular point in time when something takes place. An
event is located within a succession of events, answering the question: When?”

e Luke 24:1 But on the first day of the week;
e  Matt. 24:20 “But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath;
e Acts 12:6 And on the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward;

11. The Dative of Sphere or Place. The dative substantive indicates the sphere or place where or in which some-
thing takes place. This is more often represented in Greek with the preposition en.

e Rom. 4:19 And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body,

e 1 Pet. 4:1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, be-
cause he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,

Exercises: Identify and classify the datives in the following examples:

1. Phil. 2:18.
pravs 215 — AN T ¢-L-e-w-BE.
18 70 & alTd kal Upels xaipete kal ovyyalpeTé pot. =
to de auto  kai hymeis chairete kai  synchairete moi.
6 & alrés kal tpels xalpe kal  ovyxalpo €yd
ho de autos kai hymeis chairo  kai synchairo ego
the but same also you rejoice  and rejoice together in me
ANSA CCB OAINSA BX OP2PN V2PPAM CCK  V2PPAM  OPISD

2. Acts 16:37.

| e BB G-Drle-w-EE.
37 0 8¢ Ilathros één mpods alTols, AclpavTes NNds
ho de Paulos ephé pros autous, Deirantes  hémas
) 8¢ TIlathos onui wpds ailTds 8épw nreis
ho de  Paulos phémi pros autos dero hémeis

The but Paul said to them  having beaten us
AMSN CCV  NMSN V3SIAI PA OP3MPA VAAPMPN OPI1PA

dnpooiq dkatakpiTous, avlpdmovs ‘Pepalovs vmdpyxovTas, EBaiav

démosia akatakritous, anthropous Romaious  hyparchontas, ebalan -
dnudolos  akaTdkpiLToS dvbpotos Popdios UTdpxo BdAAw
démosios akatakritos anthropos Romaios hyparcho ballo
in public uncondemned men Romans existing they threw
IFSDX IMPAX NMPA NMPA VPAPMPA V3IPAA]

! Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 164. Also James A.
Brooks and Carlton L. Winbery, Syntax of New Testament Greek (Lanham, University Press of America, 1979), 48.
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VZPPPI

3. Gal. 3:3.
Sabors 33 — — — AT F-L-jem-w-EHE .
3 olTwes dvénTol éoTe, LvapEdpuevol mreUpaTL viv capkl N
houtdés  anoétoi este, enarxamenoi pneumati nyn sarki
oltus dvontos  eipd €vdpyopat Trebpa viv  odpE
houtés  anoétos eimi enarchomai pneuma nyn sarx
Thusly unmindful youare havingbegunin  inspirit now in flesh
BX  JMPNX V2ZPPAI VAMPMPN NNSD BX NFSD
eémTelelobe;
epiteleisthe?
EMLTEAEW
epiteled
you are thoroughly completing




